Measuring student perceptions of clinical competence.
In a large, southwestern, Gulf coast school of nursing, the faculty sought additional information to enhance their clinical evaluations of students. To gather such information, the faculty developed a rapid and psychometrically sound evaluation tool that elicited students' self-efficacy beliefs for newly learned clinical skills, and the perceived importance of the clinical skills they were mastering. The Self-Efficacy for Clinical Evaluation Scale (SECS) is a 30-item, dual-response scale that demonstrates strong psychometric properties. Scores on the SECS help faculty identify skills or content areas that students feel little confidence in using, even when students value those skills or content as very important. These insights are assisting course leaders in tailoring the course structure and teaching strategies to better meet students' educational and practice needs.